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The International Liver Transplantation Society (ILTS) 2019 Annual Congress was held in Toronto, Canada in May 2019. Members of the ILTS Basic and Translational Research Committee attended all sessions of the meeting, and selected the most promising, innovative and novel research presented. A total of 900 abstracts were presented at the meeting. The percentage of abstracts presented at the ILTS Congress that contains basic or translational research continues to increase, accounting for 15 percent of all the abstracts in 2019, up from 10 percent in 2018. Here, we summarize the "what's hot what's new" in 5 main themes: liver immunobiology and tolerance, ischemia/reperfusion injury and organ preservation, bioengineering and liver regeneration, hepatic primary tumor biology, and pathophysiology of liver failure.